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ASSASSINATIONS COMMITTEE MEMBER SAYS SOME JOURNALISTS MAY 
BE INVISTIGATED 



A leading member of the House Assassinations Committee 
believes some reporters are deliberately undermining the 
investigation into the murders of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
and President John F. Kennedy. Rep. Walter Fauntroy (D-D.C.) 
hinted that the C.I.A. may be playing a role in planting stori 
questioning the committee's crediblity. "Knowing as we know 
that there are agents who are journalists and who write to sha 
public opinion, I don't dismiss that," said Fauntroy. He made 
the statement on AMERICA'S BLACK FORUM, the first nationally 
syndicated black news interview program on commercial televisi 
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Fauntroy, Chairman of the Subcommittee investigating the 
King assassination, refused to name the suspect journalists. !"I 
can only indicate that former C.I.A. Director William Colby 
identified, in 1973, some 40 C.I.A. agents who are paid journalists. 



The C.I.A. claims it no longer employs reporters. Said 
Fauntroy, "I don't know that there are agents. I don't know t 
they're not agents. I'm goint to find out." 
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Fauntroy continued, "There are certain members of the pre 
who've been writing about the assassination for years and who 
surfaced in the commentary on our activities now and have been 
successful, I think, in shifting the focus of the American peo 
from the substance of what we are investigating to, what I cal 
side-show issues." Fauntroy said he is "annoyed" by these rep 
especially "a few whose activities are going to be the subject 
I think, ultimately, of some of our inquiries. 

Denying the committee has uncovered nothing new, Fauntroy 
said "we have come up with a great deal of new information." He 
said "I’m more convinced than before that here was probably a 
conspiracy" in both the King and Kennedy murders. 
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Former Committee Chief Counsel Richard Sprague recently 
questioned the panel's ability to carry out a thorough investiga- 
tion, urging that a special prosecutor be appointed to do the job. 
Fauntroy disagreed. "There may be people within the present Exec- 
utive Branch who would have something to hide and protect," he said. 

Fauntroy was questioned by AMERICA'S BLACK FORUM moderator 
Glen Ford, Ben Frazier, of the Mutual Black Network, and Ron Canada, 
WMAL-TV, in the Washington Studios of WMAL. The program will air 
Sunday in major cities across the country. WMAL broadcast time 
is 10:30 AM. 



Transcripts available upon request. Call 202-347-9168. 
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" b 2. i' il ^ ^ ^ 
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Ab'bOirnCf.R : 'il'.is is Ar,’f_ r ica * s Black Foruru. jAn 

£xar:.ination of tha issues facing Llacl: Ancrica and trie 
entire nation. Our guest, Congressr:ian v:alter Fauntroy 
of Washington, B. C. A sub-cor.Uui ttee chairman of the 
bouse Assassinations Cori'x'.ittee . Our panel probes the 
issues. 

MR. : Forn'.er con'Juittee chief 

counsel, Richard Sprague, soys your conx'ittee isn't 
capable of doing a real investigation, that v;hat's n4ed- 
ed is a l-^atergate type prosecutor , do you agree? 

MR. : Representative Fauntroy, 

do you believe a conspiracy xvas involved in the King 
assassination? 

MR. FORD: For seven years the FDI tried to 

destroy the reputation and the movement of Dr. Martiri 
Luther King. Aren't you angry that no one's ever gone 
to jail for that? 

ANKOUNCER: We'll be back for the answers after 
this message. Here's the moderator of America's Black For- 
um, Glen Ford. 

MR. FORD: Walter Fauntroy is a former confident 
of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. And it is, perhaps, pne 
of the ironies of history that he now heads up the sub- 
committee of the House Assassinations Committee, whieph 
is looking into the question, "who killed Dr. King?" 

The Assassinations Committee barely survived the much- 
publicized feud between its former chairman and — Henry 
Gonzales of Texas and its former chief counsel , Richard 
Sprague. Both of v?hom resigned. The committee is now 
chaired by black Cleveland Congressman, Louis Stokes,. 
Joining me in the questioning, Ben Frazier of Mutual 
Black Network, and Ron Canada, WTIAL-Television in Wash- 
ington . 

MR. : Mr. Fauntroy, after leaving 

in a huff, Mr. Sprague said that the committee wasn't 
really capable of doing a thorough investigation. He 
didn't think Congress was the proper body to do the kind 
of investigation called for. He said he wanted to see 
the President appoint a Watergate type prosecutor. Do 
you think that's what's called for? Do you agree? 

MR. FAUNTROY: I would agree tfEt it will be 
difficult for the Congress to conduct this investigation. 
But I maintain that it is the only hope that the nation 
has of laying to rest many of the nagging questions about 
the assassinations of President Kennedy and Dr. King. 

Now with respect to his suggestion that a 
special prosecutor ought to be appointed by the President, 
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I sir;T'l-' say that nons that route tefore. T''res.fclant 

hixon ai.r-ointcd Archil aid Co: as a special |:.rosccutor . 7i.nrl 
v;e all I'nov.- \:hat ha; | rricc then. V'hcn Cox pot too close he 
v;as fired. he th.er. a;.r ointcc I lliot Richardson and ws ];nov 
what )iavu:ensc v.I'en l;s cot too close. Ko had v.’hat v/as called 
the haturday nic'l'.t hassacre. T think the American people 
can take: soiiie cor.fort in the fact that with the kind of 
staff t;;atv.r.'re alia to put toepther and the l-.ind of chief 
prosecutor v;e're alls to sf.crure, that it v;ill take not 
just one person actii-y, hut. .12 r.er'lers of a responsibj.e 
coTi’.iTiittec of the Coiy.rcss actinq 1 efore you can disniss sor e- 
L'Ociy C'.'lio ' s cettinc; too c.]ose. 

■•h- : hr. Faun troy , your ansv.’sr scerris 

ho imply that -- wl;_r: you liJ.eri the situation to that of Co:: 
and Richardson that parl'.aj s the executive Iranch, not perhaps 
the current Adr'in i straticr , I ut the executive hrar.clj in the 
fori;= of the CIA or i.he pj'I r-.ig.h.t have some — some kind — 
kind of thing to hide hicre? 

CR. FAIil TROh : h~.ll let m; assxire you that one of 
the reasons tl.at v:e have 1 een successful in putting tl[iis 
conmiittee toget!:er is' that the intelligence — the v.^'ork 
done by committees of the Congress on the performance of 
the intelligence community have called into question whether 
or not they — they acted prop>erly in the Kennedy and King 
matters. And, certainly, tl'.cy are the source of some ser- 
ious questions X'.'hich we, as a committee, are- raising. 

FR. : Do you think the current 

Administration will be likely to try to protect those 
agencies? 

MR. FAURTROY: It’s just hard to say. I just 
think that this committee is by far the best to do it and 
there may be p^eople v/ithin the paresent executive branch 
who v;ould have somethinc; to — to hide and protect. That 
it V70uld be easier to protect were it an appointee of the 
President and were — than were it an app^ointee of a com- 
mittee. Of members of the Congress. 

MR- : Congressman Faun troy, oh the 

effectiveness of the conuraittee in the wake of the Sprdgue 
resignation and the resignation of its former chairmaii, 

Pienry Gonzales, how do you think it's going to affect 
the effectiveness of the committee? 

MR. FAUNTROY : Well , I think in the main it in- 
creases the confidence of the American people in this 
committee. You must understand that we had a situation 
where 11 members of the Congress from a broad range of 
backgrounds, we had the former — FBI former agent, o:^ the 
FBI, a former federal court judge, as well as a former 
ci'vil rights activist. All of vrhom came together and agreed, 
one — that the investigation must go forward and we agreed 




on — v;ith -- toc-'ctliex" on the counsel. The only person out 
of step witl. the coiijrrdttce was the cliairiuan, at that tin^c, 

Mr. Gonzales. And since that unfortunate flap, Louis Stokes, 

I assure you, has cone a yeor.’an's jo)-; in pulling tocethc-r tl:e 
committee and cettinn this investigation hack on track. 

riR. : Some of the critics of tlie 

committee feci that you're just rehashing old information 
and attemptinc; to sensationalize old inforniation just to 
get support from the yublic. liov; would you resrond to a 
question such as that? 

MR. FAUhTROY : I respond in txv’o ways. In the first 
instance v/r v:erc placed ns a committee in an uncom.f ortable 
position. Of having a committee established and then having 
to justify its existence, im-fore v.»e could do our work. Before 
we could conduct the investigation. And, I was quite frankly 
annoyed at the demands made upon the committee to produce 
some evidence of need to continue th.e investigation, when 
w’e'd only back been at work a fe^-^ months and when vje'd 
had a very limited budget. Beyond that, I'm annoyed that 
certain members of the press, not many, but a few — a few 
whose activities are going to be the subject, I think, ulti- 
mately of some of our inauiries , have suggested that we're 
coming up v;ith nothing new. Well the fact is that we have 
come up with a great deal new information. Members of the 
press are still saying, x^?e've come up with nothing ne.w, v/hen 
onthe floor of the House, a distinguished member of the House 
who v/as a con — v?ho is a conservative, v/ho was opposed to the 
Bill, W’ho voted against it twice, informed us that he had 
recH-ved from a police officer in his district a letter which 
he read to us, on the floor, leaving out the appropriate blanks, 
identifying three FBI off — agents v/ho offered him, on tw’o 
occasions $500,000.00 to kill Martin Luther King, Jr. Well 
that's a nev/ lead by — by anybody’s terminology and v/e are 
pursuing and, quite frankly, as far as I'm concerned, I vrant 
to know who — if it is in fact true, I want to know who would 
offer to — 

: But hov7 is the press figuring 
into this? You talk about the possible investigation of men;- 
bers of the media — in what respect? 

MR. FAUKTROY : Well I — I simply indicate that there 're 
certain members of the press who've been writing about the 
assassination for years and v/ho have surfaced in the commentary 
on our activities now and have been successful, I think, in 
shifting the focus of the American people from the substance 
Oi. v/hat we are investigating to, what I call, side-show issues. 

MB* : Who are you talking about? 

Congressman Fauntroy? 

MR. FAUNTROY: It's hard to say. I can only indicate 
that former CIA director, William Colby and — identified in 




l^'73f 3or:c: 7 0 CI7' ac;...r,t5 T.iiO arc i-aio journalists. 

?T. T ? re-you inf erring that the Cli' is 
plarting stories that t^uestion the coirai'^ittee ' s investiga- 
tion and veracity? 

I-'R. FAUhTHOY ; Y'hat's a possibility, let rce say 
that. Th:£it's not I i.ycnd the realc. of possibility and cor- 
tainly I:nov;inu as o'c ]"nov'- that there are agents v/ho are -- 
are journalists and v;hc x:rite to share public oj inion, I 
— I don’t cisr..iss tr,at. 

FR. i'Crr;-: The C^IA claiics that it no longer |has 
journalists in its ersjloy. You don't b-elieve that? 

ME . FAbl.'YhOY; 1 don’t know. 

’!R. rorr ; you Cle^lrly don't believe tliat. You 
just said that you knov,- that there are journalists — agents 
vho are journalists. 

TTP.. FAUNTPOY: I — I don't know that they h^ -- 
there are agents. I don't know’ that they're not agents. 

I 'rt! going to find out. 

MF. . FORD: One of the reasons that the committee 
originally talked about a 12 and a half rrLillion collar 
figure for the investigation, was that the CIA, and the FDI 
were potentially suspect and the services of those agencies 
could not be relie-d upon. You are now asking for far less 
money than that. Does that mean that you will have to rely 
on those suspect agencies? 

MR. It certainly does not mean that V7e're going 
to rely on theBU It is true that for the first time we w’ill 
not be able to call — members of the Congress or from the 
executive branch and its investigative agencies to assist 
us in this investigation. And that v;as the reason for the 
relatively high price tage on this investigation. We have 
cut it back — Mr. Sprague was of the view when he v/as chief 
counsel that it was too deep a cut, although his chief inves- 
tigators and counsel for each of the subcommittees felt we 
could do it. We remain of the opinion that we can do it 
with the limited budget that we've been provided. 

MR. : Congressman Fauntroy, in his 

recent post-mortem on his brief terra as chief counsel , 

Mr. Sprague said that congressmen — certain congressmen 
wanted to get rid of him because he was abrasive and he 
said he was labeled abrasive because he refused to pack 
the committee staff w’ith congressional cronies. Was he 
telling the truth or was he lying? 

MR. FAUNTROY: Well I think he was exaggerating a 
bit. Obviously, the confrontation between himself and Mr. 
Gonzales revolved around that kind of issue. It was for 
that reason that the members of the committee were united 
in opposing the action taken by Mr. Gorsales , as a case in 
point. But you cannot reduce Mr. Sprague's absence frbm 
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tbs coir'niitt&e sirnply to tlic pcrcep'tion of his being abrasive. 

I har^pen to believe that v>e — we needed and we v/ill need 
a tounh investigator- Son'eone v;ho has integrity, that woulcl 
not give us the feeling that v:e have the fon in the chicken 
coon, leading us av;ay frorc or to inforruation that -- bhat 
may not It. sound. Put as to his a! rasivsness of his toughness 
beinci the cause of his dismissal T v.’ouldn't -- no I wouldn't 
say tl’.at. 

Mr. : Are you at liberty to say who 

the runncr-ui'K may t,e for the — F-t . Spragiue's old job? 

MP . FrUrlTPOi : Mo, I'm not at liberty tosay that -- 
vs are we 're loo3:iiu; for a — persons who have tlic kinds 
of qualities that found in Mr. Sprague. One, is again — 
indicated to you, he was in my judgment a man v;ho could be 
trusted, ha v-as not a plant. He was tough and had integrity, 
be need that in --- in -- in the person v/e're seeking hnd I 
think ve need a person of some — some national stat\ire. 

jlF'. : Now you've said that 11 mernbers 

of the committee u-anted F3r . Sprague and felt confidence in 
him, v’hile only the Chairman, Hr. Gonzales, w-as out of step. 
Then v;hy did the — v/hy’ x-ras Mr. Sprague persuaded to resign? 

MP . FAUKTROY : Fell Mr. Sprague resigned after we 
informed him of the excellent job done by somebody on him, 
so much so that on the night before v?e were to go a vote 
to extend the committee, it was indicated to us that if he 
rem.ained on as counsel vje v.’ould lose the vote and eliminate 
the possibility of doing an investigation, and if he left 
we would just -- get just the r;argin v/e needed to V7in . 

MR. : That somebody you're talking 

about, Mr. Chairman Gcncales? 

MR. FAITTTROY: IJo , I'm saying that — that the charges 
miade against Mr. Sprague v/ere unfair and unjust and miany’’ in^ 
stances they x-rere rri srepresentations and thus, Kr. Gonzales 
has a responsibility. Rut also an unfair m.edia campaign x-^as 
mounted against Mr. Sprague, in my judgment, that again, I'm 
not prepared to comment further on until we've done the rest 
of the work . 

MR. FORD : You keep on defending Mr. 

Sprague, Ilr. Sprague, in fact, has had some very unkind 
things to say about your chairman, black Congressman Louis 
Stokes — 

MR. FA,UNTROY : And about myself, as a matter of fact. 

MR. FORD: Kell? 

MR. FAUNTROY : Well, letme say that I think on those 
things he’s misguided. Mr. Sprague was an excellent prosecu- 
tor, but I think it's clear that he didn't — he didn't have 
very much grasp of what it takes to deal with this Congress 
and therefore he camie out with a number of statements that 
— that demonstrated his ignorance of that. 




/ 



:t. . FORD: For instance he infers that P'r . -- that 
Conc-rc, an Ftokes is -- is -- is not strona enouuh for the 
job. '"•'I'.at he. won't push that coriui ttee? 

■;P,. Fr.rrtF’.OY : hell tliUt -- that is definitely 
wronc) and no men.icr of that corririitt£;e or tlie Concress believes 
that. It's an indication of I'r. Firaaue's icnorance. he 
said, also, for staiopls that — that hr. — Mr. Stoked is 
not tough. tell that’s v/rong . Mr. Stokes is largely the one 
responsible for that fact that v's had weatliered this storn. 
and that we are now fully established as a coirji'dttee and 
v:e'rG r;oing to conduct this invest igaticn . 

MR. : Gonzales says the conoi'iittee 

has many eneraies on Cav'-'itol bill and in the Congress, who 
arc- those enemies? 

MR- FAUhTRGY: I — well you can rest assured there 're 
191 of them who voted against the — the measure. I really 
don't want to aet into the speculations about who does not 
'vrant us to pursue this investigation. It's very clear to me 
that sor.,e people and some forces don’t want it and we've 
hardLed them thus far and until we get into trouble, I — 

I'm going to let the evidence lead us where it will. 

iMR. : It's common knowledge, now. 

Rep. Fauntroy, that for seven years or so the FBI, under 
the direction of the late J. Edgar Hoover, tried to destroy 
the movement and the reputation of Dr. Martin Luther Ring, 

Jr. Do you feel that those FBI officials still alive w-ho 
p-articipated in that effort should be prosecuted? 

MR. FAUNTROY: I certainly do. The senate a^ect 
committee in revealing the incredulous activity by the FBI 
in seeking to destroy Dr. King, in effect called for this 
investigation. They said that they had engaged in — in 
practices that were a violation of the law and comonon de- 
cency. I think those people ought to be brought to justice. 

And, for those who raise the question v/hy dig back into the 
past on these things, I — I say very succinctly that I want 
to know that if, in fact, there v?ere people offering $500,000.00 
to kill Dr. King in 1968. Because if they're out there then, 
they’re out there now. And if they're out there nov;, then 
no public policy leader who's prepared to espouse and, more 
important, to get decisive influence over public policy, on 
issues such as Dr. King espoused, no such public policy 
leader is safe today or in the future — so we've got to — 

MR. FORD; We'll have to break, right now, Congress- 
man. We’ll be back with the question of assassination on 
America's Black Forum, after this message. Cong. Fauntroy, 
people who talk about the CIA being linked to the Mafia or 
to Lee Harvey Oswald or to either of these assassinations, 
keep turning up dead. And most recently, we had the — the 
Russian professor in Florida, Demorenschildt, committed sudden 




suicicii, and has hanpcnac^ in sc p-.any instances to this 
assassination natter. to you tljink these are coincidences? 

. F?xUl 3TF0Y ; ?'o, I have some cfuestions about then.. 



Incidentally, v;s lost 



bafia figure in Chicago, cqiy or 



so after that, gunner dcA7n in th.e street, of course it vas 



.f'.afia assassination. 



'..'ere told, but I 'k concerned al out 



that and I ' t ; priraarily concerned.’ about people v.-ho rua].^ L--.; in 
possession of information, uho haven't shared it vith^ us 



yat , t scausc their only ]>rotrction is that they 



- they say, 
ishert, yes, 



— I hav 



fellov?s co''^;e 

sorry, I've already told it 
about that and I must ah’-vit 

tions as do C-Or; of the ;,r'.crican people vho do not believe 
that Lee Larvey Oswald acted al3, by himself in killinc 
Kennedy. That James Lari Fay acted all by himself in 
King and I want to get to the bottom of it for the safety 
and the inte-grity of our aovernment for the future. 

i,'R. FOLD: Are tlie King and Kennedy — supposedly 

— supposing that there are hypothetically conspiracies in 
these cases, are they separate in your mind? 



they 



"loob, :|;'r 
I'm concernec 
the samp an.; 



killing 



MI 



FAmiTROY : I don't know, but v/e’re in position 



to find out and I hope that sometime in the future we'll 
be able to sit here at tliis table and — and tell it like it 
v7as . 

MR. : Do you believe a conspiracy 

vjas involved in the King assassination? 

MPv. F?i.UKTROY : I must admit that had I not believed 
that on the basis of new information I had gathered on the 
King matter , I would not have introduced the resolution and 
after now, three or four months of investigation, I must 
admit I'm more convinced now than before there was probably 
a conspiracy in both cases. 

MR. : Is that conspiracy continuing? 

MR . FAUNTROY : I don ' t know , but I hope to be abl e 
to answer that once the committee has completed its work. 

MR. FORD: Do you fear for James Earl Ray's life? 

Is he under any kind of protection? 

MR. FAUNTROY: Oh yes. He — He is being protected. 

We're talking v;ith Mr. Ray. He's being very careful in talking 
with us. And conceivably his life could be in danger, 
not as concerned about him as I am abbut some people 
out there, who are not speaking now because they are 
not knowing that until they speak, they're not protected. 

MR. FORD: Do you have any mechanism for protecting 
witnesses — potential people — witnesses? 

MR. FAUNTROY: Well the best protection is to let 
everybody know it's too late. 

MR. FORD: But you don't have any mechanism 
ically protecting these witnesses? 



I 'm 
who are 
fearful , 



for phys- 




HR. FAUKTPGY : ive iiave the capacities to do that. 

HR. ; Do you think the government 

of South xAfrica — changing the subject — South Zifrica, 
a country v?her£ four rallion whites rule over lo million 
blacks, where ilacJ-.s cannot vote, do you think a aovernnient 
such as that is legitimate? 

HR. FRUId’HOY: I do not. I V7as in South Africa 
just a fex'j months ago v.-ith Andrev; Young. And I w’ant you and 
vour listenina and viewing public to knov^ that Andy is ab- 
solutely right. And I'm. so grateful that v/c have a man 
in that position who will tell it like it is. P'Tho'll speak 
the truth, ana I hope that i.c gets the kind of support 
that he deserves. 

MR. FORD: Is he gettina that kind of support froni 
the Congressional Black Caucus, there has been no Caucus 
wide statement in support of Andrev; Young? 

MR. FAUMTROY: Let me assure you that he's gettinc 

that support from us. Hhat vje're hopeful is that the' — 
white leadership of the country, v/ill — will support him. 
It's very obvious that we v.’ill support him. Then that doesn't 
mean as much as — as llx . Carter backing him up, as he has. 



Fortunately, on a couple 
more of that. Because a 



occasions, and I want to see 



lot of people know he's speaking the 
truth, not only on that, but a number of the issues on which 
he ' s spoken out . 



MR. 



What's the basis of the 



attack 



on Young's statements that — the criticism? 

MR. FAUIJTROY’^ : Well, let me just venture this con- 
jecture and I don't like to do this, but it appears to me 
that those who have failed to give us a policy on Africa, 
who have been equivocal , and who have been , in some instances 
supportive of the worst elements in Africa, feel that his 
statements are a reflection upon them. And so they're using 
every means they can, all of their contacts to try to demean 
the very vital role that Andy is playing in — in V 7 hat is, 
quite frankly, the hot-spot of the world. Africa. 

: Do you feel that because Andy 
Yoixng is, in fact, black, has anything at all to do vzith it? 

JIR. FA.UNTROY: Quite frankly no. If it were a 

G. Mennon Williams, saying Africa for the Africans, today, 
he'd be — he'd catch as much — he have as much difficulty 

— I must rem.embsr my role as a minister — have as much 

difficulty as Andy's having today saying the truth and do- 
ing the truth as he's attempting. 

: Are there any of his statements 
though Congressman, that you wish he might not have made, for 
instance there ' s a report that he made a statement equating 
the Arab antagonism toward Israel to the Ku Klux Klan, the 
hatred of blacks in America, what's your reaction to that 
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particular statement? 

MR. FAUNTROY: I support Andy unequivocally. If 
Andy said it, he had good reason to say it. 

MR. FORD: Is anybody stabbing him in the back, in 
the Carter Administration. All this criticism, doesn't just 
come from Conservatives in Congress? 

MR. FAUNTROY: No I really don't think — I think 
my answer v?buld stand that there 're those whcAre been respon- 
sible, who 're afraid that this — this freshness, this 
aggressiveness in pursuing the problems in Africa is a 
reflection upon theirt. 

MR. FORD: Walter Mondale now is charged with 
the premier role in Africa in the Carter Adniinistration. 

Is that a slight to Andrew Young? 

MR. FAUNTROY: Oh, no. I think not. I think he 
needs — the nation needs to know, the world needs to know 
that Andy's not out there by himself and I'm glad tcj see that. 

?1R. : Do you think Andrew Young will 

survive continuing to talk as much as he is? 

MR. FAUNTROY: Without question. 

MR. FORD: That's all the time we have, noW, gentle- 
men. Our guest is — has been Cong. Walter Faun troy. Our 
panel, Ben Frazier of the Mutual Black Nstv;ork and Ron Canada, 
IVMAL-Television in Washington. I'm Glen Ford and thank y'ou 
very much for joining us on Arserica's Black Forum. 

(End of prccscdinqs . ) 




